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writer; he must discover with critical acumen the main strains
and motives in the work or passage he has before his eyes.
The mind is better trained to think and understand the facts
of * Spirit' through the study of language than through the study
of natural science or mathematics. These latter present the world
in schemes; the former in a living system. Latin is specially
suitable for this training in Italian schools; it opens the way to a
knowledge and understanding of human civilization more than
any other language. Every person who wants to have more than
an elementary education must have passed through some of this
training. The study of Latin, however, must not be confined to
grammar and vocabulary; the works of poets, historians, and
orators must be read as much as possible, in order that the full
life that found its expression in that language may be understood
and absorbed by the student.
Religion is considered by Gentile as one of the essential
'moments* of 'Spirit'. It is therefore necessary that education
should be based, in some degree, on religious teaching. The
importance of religion consists in this, that it anticipates some
universal views which will be fully understood only through
philosophy. Children under ten are not likely to rise to the
highest form of understanding, but are inclined to feel the
presence of greatness in a religious way, i.e., in 'objects' over-
powering their own being. This naive approach to 'Spirit*,
considered as a God outside and above men, is peculiar to the
first stage of the human mind. Religion, therefore, is to take a
fundamental share in the teaching of elementary-school children;
when they grow up they will find out the real and complete
meaning of dogmas, stories, and rites; philosophy will explain
them as a partial view which did not take into account the
* subjective' side of * Spirit'.
Art, on the other hand, being the immediate expression of
personal feelings, and the pre-logical interpretation 'of the world,
is the main channel for exercising freedom: *let the children
sing, paint, and write without disturbing their spontaneity'.
Individual and choral singing, disegno libero (free design), and
the writing of a diary in which every child puts down his own
experiences, are much more important than learning exactly all
the grammatical rules, or drawing perfect geometrical figures
with the ruler and compass. In a further stage of education, art
must be considered in its historical perspective; wherever pos-
sible, courses in the history of art must be set up, in order that
students may acquire taste and discrimination.
The natural sciences and mathematics serve only a secondary
purpose in education. They are, of course, findings of the human